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Dems’ 
debate in 
Phoenix 
cancele d 


Coronavirus fears spur 
event relocation to D.C. 


Yvonne Wingett Sanchez 
Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


Coronavirus fears have prompted 
organizers of the Democratic debate in 
Phoenix to cancel the planned head- 
to-head event in Arizona, and will in- 
stead hold it at a studio in Washington, 
D.C., Rep. Ruben Gallego, D-Ariz., told 
The Arizona Republic on Thursday. 

Gallego, who helped Phoenix land 
its first debate in years, said Demo- 
cratic National Committee Chairman 
Tom Perez informed him of the change 
in plans during a phone call Thursday 
morning. “Out of an abundance of cau- 
tion and in order to reduce cross-coun- 
try travel, all parties have decided that 
the best path forward is to hold Sun- 
day’s debate at CNN’s studio in Wash- 
ington, D.C., with no live audience,” 
DNC spokeswoman Xochitl Hinojosa 
said in a written statement. 

Local and national organizers initia- 
lly selected Phoenix to underscore the 
states importance as a presidential 
battleground and the efforts by Demo- 
crats to build on momentum they saw 
during the 2018 cycle, where Democrats 
won four statewide seats. Sen. Kyrsten 


Seats are empty at Salt River Fields after the D-Backs announced Major League Baseball is delaying the 
start of the regular season and that Cactus League games are canceled. ROB SCHUMACHER/THE REPUBLIC 


League still hopes to play a full season 
after COVID-19 delay, D-Backs CEO says 


In Sports: More coverage on 
how Arizona teams and 
leagues are affected. 1B 


Nick Piecoro Arizona Republic | USA TODAY NETWORK 


The Diamondbacks, along with the rest of baseball, brought an early 
end to spring training on Thursday and pushed back Opening Day by at 
least two weeks due to growing concerns about the spread of the 
coronavirus, decisions that fell in line with those made by other college 


Column: We all get to feel a 
little bit more alone, togeth- 


and professional sports leagues across the country. ot. Glands 2A Sinema became the first Democrat in 30 
“I think these are appropriate moves right now,” Diamondbacks CEO —___ years to win a Senate seat. But the event 
Derrick Hall said, “just with the uncertainty and the focus on the virus.” » USA TODAY was dramatically scaled back earlier 


this week because of the new coronavi- 
rus outbreak, which prompted Presi- 


Though no plans pertaining to the schedule have been finalized, Hall 
said a “strong option” could be for teams to pick up the original schedule Virus fight ramps up: 
Nations block traffic; stock 


markets plummet. 6A 


See BASEBALL, Page 12A See DEBATE, Page 13A 


Officials don’t recommend widespread school closures 


it will not resume school Monday when 
spring break ends and will close indefi- 
nitely. 

Districts in other states have also 
closed schools or taken learning online 


Robert Truman of 
SSC-Services for 
Education uses an 
electrostatic 
sprayer to sanitize 


Lily Altavena Arizona Republic 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Arizona officials on Thursday said 
they were not recommending wide- 


spread closures for K-12 schools. 

Arizona Superintendent of Public In- 
struction Kathy Hoffman made the 
statement during a call with Gov. Doug 
Ducey, school leaders and the Arizona 
Department of Health Services. 

But some schools are deciding on 
their own to close. 

Alhambra Elementary School 
District, which serves about 12,000 stu- 
dents in Phoenix, announced Thursday 


in response to the spread of coronavi- 
rus, some at the direction of their gover- 
nors. Ohio schools, for example, will 
close for three weeks on the order of that 
state’s governor. 

Dr. Cara Christ, director of the Arizo- 
na Department of Health Services, told 
statewide school leaders in the call that 
Arizona is currently experiencing “mini- 


See SCHOOLS, Page 13A 


A STEADY RAIN VALLEY & STATE, 3A 


People found creative ways to keep dry from the rain 
on Thursday in downtown Phoenix. 
THOMAS HAWTHORNE/THE REPUBLIC 


Edge-of-your-seat thriller 


“First Cow’ is an engaging, if slow-burning, thriller. 
It may be a tough sell, though, trying to convince 
someone this is the case when the caper involves 
the late-night theft of a cow’s milk. 1C 


Sick-leave law could help 


Arizona adopted one of the nation’s first paid sick- 
leave laws well before coronavirus anxiety surfaced, 
and that could prove to be significant. 15A 


Patrick Riley 


@ COOLING 4HEATING PLUMBING 


a classroom on 
Thursday at Kyrene 
de la Mirada 
Elementary School 
in Chandler. 
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